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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-779
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Sheriff
Date of Introduction: November 13, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, F
Date of Analysis: November 14, 2018
Type of Action: Appropriation 

Bill Summary: This bill appropriates $378,041.41 from the Florida Department of Education, with no local match, to establish the Coach Aaron Feis Guardian Program and to cover expenses for the pre-employment screening and training school guardians who will be employed by the Duval County School Board, as initiated by B.T. 19-014; and authorizes part-time hours, as initiated by R.C. 19-024.

Background Information: The mass shooting on February 14, 2018, at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida tragically ended the lives of seventeen students and staff members and injured seventeen others. Aaron Feis, assistant football coach and security guard, shielded students from the shooter placing himself in danger. Coach Feis died from injuries sustained during the massacre. In March, the Florida Legislature passed and the Governor signed SB 7026 Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Act. In honor of his bravery, a part of this legislation is the Coach Aaron Feis Guardian Program designed to aid in the prevention or abatement of active assailant incidents on school premises. Under this program, local Law Enforcement Departments are allowed to screen and train some school employees as armed civilian safety employees. 

The appropriation covers the expenses for the screening and training process for 141 school guardians. No additional staff will be added related to the grant; therefore, part-time hours will be utilized. The pre-employment screening involves psychological examinations, polygraph examinations, background investigations, and drug screenings. Training sessions will include ammunition and random drug screenings. The grant period is July 1, 2018, to June 30, 2019.
 Policy Impact Area: School security
Fiscal Impact: The appropriation of $378,041.41 from the Florida Department of Education as initiated by B.T. 19-014; and part-time hours, as initiated by R.C. 19-024.
Analyst: Mitchell
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